

What is a Document-Based Question (DBQ)?

As the name implies, this question is based on documents that cover one topic, usually in or around a particular time period.  Your job is to read the question carefully so that you understand what is being asked, jot down what you already know about the topic, and then work through the documents.  As you read through the documents, determine how they relate to each other, what changes can be seen over time, and how the author’s background may have influenced the contents of the document.  For example, a DBQ may ask you to analyze a set of documents about trading practices before and during the Age of Exploration.  The documents may include a map of trade routes, a letter from a merchant to his ruler at home, or some codified laws regarding particular trade agreements.

As you are learning to construct DBQ questions, they are composed of two sections. In Part A, documents are provided for you to read, analyze, and then answer questions about each one. In Part B, you are provided with a specific task that must be addressed in an essay response. The essay response should be organized into three sections: the introduction, body, and conclusion. Your introduction must have a clear thesis statement or argument.

How should I approach a DBQ?

DOCUMENT QUESTIONS

Carefully read or view each document in Part A of the DBQ, and answer the questions, which follow each document. Use factual information and base your answer to each question on the specific document to which it is related.  Be sure to compose each answer using complete sentences.
OVERALL ESSAY

Put on your "historian" hat to demonstrate your ability to analyze source materials and develop an essay based on those materials. Your goal: a unified essay that integrates your analysis of four to ten given documents with your treatment of the topic. 

There is no one perfect DBQ answer; a variety of approaches and responses are possible depending on your ability to understand the documents and, ultimately, judge their significance. Remember: You'll most fully understand some of the documents when you view them within the wider context of the entire series. 

When writing the document-based essay, it's important to: 

· Refer to individual documents within the framework of the overall topic. 

· Use all or all but one of the documents. 

· Discuss the materials in reference to the question -- don't just summarize them. 

· Cite documents by naming the author and/or by naming the document number. 

Also, remember: 

· There are usually no irrelevant or deliberately misleading documents. 

· It's important that you put your analytic skills to work and demonstrate that you understand context, bias, and frame of reference regarding the documents' sources and the authors' points of view. Group or juxtapose documents in a variety of ways (e.g. according to their ideas or points of view); suggest reasons for similarities or differences in perspective among the documents; and identify possible biases or inconsistencies within documents. 

· You'll be asked to explain the need for additional documents that would help you answer the question more completely. You may also have to discuss which points of view are missing from the given documents. Since the DBQ focuses on historical skills within a world history framework, remember to place documents chronologically, culturally, and thematically. 

· You're not expected to know the author or topic of all the DBQ documents, or to include information outside of the documents. 

THESIS STATEMENT

Read the task section in of the DBQ essay question and analyze it in order to figure out what it is asking you to do. Key words used in the task may include:

· Analyze: determine their component parts; examine their nature and relationship 
· Assess/evaluate: judge the value or character of something; appraise; evaluate the positive and negative points; give an opinion regarding the value of; discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 

· Compare: examine for the purpose of noting similarities and differences 

· Contrast: examine in order to show dissimilarities or points of difference 

· Describe: give an account of; tell about; give a word picture of 

· Discuss: talk over; write about; consider or examine by argument or from various points of view; debate; present the different sides of 

· Explain: make clear or plain; make clear the causes or reasons for; make known in detail; tell the meaning of 
Once you understand what the task is asking you to write about, compose a thesis statement that addresses these issues.  Your thesis statement should answer the question asked and tell the reader what you are going to say in the essay in a comprehensive, analytical, and explicit way.

OUTLINE

Organize the information that you want to use in your essay through the use of an outline. During this pre-writing step, you should brainstorm as many facts as possible that could be used in your essay. Also make sure that you are referencing all (or all but one) of the documents and addressing the task as well as the requirements from the rubric.
INTRODUCTION

Write the introduction with your thesis statement.  Be sure to:

· Give ‘Em What They Want: Answer the question by restating key phrases from the question.  Don’t simply rewrite what you were given; rather, write your response as an answer, but be sure to include the important phrases that were in the question.

· Show ‘Em Where You Got It: Make reference to your evidence (the documents).  Support your assertions right from the beginning.  Remember the evidence in your thesis is merely introductory—save the details for the body of the essay.
Body Paragraphs

Write the first body paragraph. Be sure to include all of the following components: topic sentence, supporting evidence in the body sentences, and a closing sentence. Follow this same format as you write the additional body paragraphs. Compose additional paragraphs if necessary in order to completely answer the essay question. 

Be sure to use most of the documents provide evidence which proves your thesis statement, and to meet the criteria in the rubric to earn a full credit for your essay. 


Conclusion

Summarize the subject of the essay. You can often do this by restating the question in a different way. Explain what you concluded about the essay question. Summarize how the information in the body of your essay proves your point.
How is my DBQ assessed?

The following criteria may be used to evaluate a DBQ essay:

· Is your thesis statement is comprehensive, analytical, and explicit?

· Have you used all or all but one of the documents?

· Have you supported the thesis statement with appropriate evidence from the documents?

· Have you shown careful and insightful analysis of the documents?

· Have you analyzed bias or point of view effectively and consistently?

· Have you analyzed and synthesized the documents by grouping them in at least one way?

· Do you understand the basic meanings of the documents used in the essay?

