
WHAT IS PLAGIARISM? 
by Mr. Zindman
Plagiarism means using another's work without giving credit. You must put others' words in quotation marks and cite your source(s) and must give citations when using others' ideas, even if those ideas are paraphrased in your own words.
Using words, ideas, or any work by someone else without giving proper credit is plagiarism. 
Any time you use information from a source, you must cite it!
WHY SHOULD YOU BE CONCERNED ABOUT PLAGIARISM?
· If you plagiarize, you are cheating yourself. You don't learn to write out your thoughts in your own words, and you don't get specific feedback geared to your individual needs and skills. Plagiarizing a paper is like sending a friend to practice tennis for you - you'll never score an ace yourself!
 
· Plagiarism is dishonest because it misrepresents the work of another as your own.
 
· Plagiarism devalues others' original work. Submitting a professional writer's work as yours is taking an unfair advantage over students who do their own work.

· It is wrong to take or use property (an author's work) without giving the owner the value or credit due. 
HOW CAN YOU AVOID PLAGIARISM?
· Know what plagiarism is; ignorance will not excuse a violation. Intentional plagiarism is deliberate copying or use of another's work without credit. Unintentional plagiarism can result from not knowing citation standards ("I thought the Internet was free!"), from sloppy research and poor note-taking, or from careless "cutting and pasting" of electronic sources.


· Use your own ideas and words. Practice is essential to learning. Each time you choose your words, order your thoughts, and convey your ideas, you can improve your writing.
