Chapter Four Structured Notes

Please Study your PowerPoint Slides!
· The Magna Carta was the first document to place restrictions on an English ruler’s power.
· A legislature is a group of people who have the power to make up the laws. 
· “Power of the purse.” This meant the legislature had the right to raise or spend money in any way they wished. 
· English Bill of Rights in 1869. It protected the rights of individuals and gave anyone accused the right to a trial by jury.
· A bill of rights is a written list of freedoms that a government promises to protect. 
· Habeas corpus-the principle that a person cannot be held in prison without being charged with a specific crime.
· Freedom of the press is the right of journalists to publish truth without restriction or penalty. 
· Mercantilism-the purpose of the colonies was to benefit the home country. 
· Imports are trade goods brought into the country. 
· Exports are trade goods sent to markets outside  
· By the age of seven children were required to do household chores like fetching wood or water.  
· Social Classes
· The gentry were wealthy planters, merchants, successful lawyers.
· The middle class included farmers who worked their own land, skilled craft-workers.
· Indentured servants promised to work without wages for 4-7 years for whom ever would pay their ocean passage.
· Africans spoke Gullah, a combination of English and West African languages.
· The boat trip from Africa was called the Middle Passage. 
· Yankees, a nickname that implied that New Englanders were clever and hard working.
· Colonial trade merchants developed many trade routes in which they traded with the West Indies. One route was known as the triangular trade route because the three legs of the trip made a triangle. 
· Slave Codes.- laws set out rules for slaves’ behavior and denied them their basic rights. 
· The belief that one race is superior to another is called racism. 
· Massachusetts set up the first public schools. The schools were supported by taxes. 
· An apprentice worked for a master to learn a trade or craft.
· Dame schools were private schools run by women in their own homes.
· “The light of human reason” movement was called the Enlightenment.

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_Enlightenment"  
· John Locke argued that people have certain natural rights.
· Divine right is the belief that monarchs get their authority to rule from God.
· Montesquieu favored a separation of powers or a division of power of government into separate branches.
· Colonists set up a postal system to send letters.
· The Great Awakening warned people that if they did not stop slavery they would make God very angry.  
· Benjamin Franklin was a great inventor. He invented the lightening rod, bifocal glasses, and stoves. He established the first lending library and fire department.
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