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Chapter 1 Roots of the American People

Class Notes

(Prehistory- 1500) 

Instructions:

Use the American Nation Textbook Pages 2-22 and class notes to answer the following questions. Answer the following questions in complete sentences or you will loose half credit! Please remember to study these questions to help prepare you for the class exam on chapter 1.

1. How do scientists know that the first Native Americans traveled across to North and South America by land?

(Slide 2 or text page 6)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
2. What is archaeology? (Slide 2 or use a dictionary)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
3. During what period did scientists suggest the first people arrived in the Americas?  (Slide 3)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 4. What is a glacier? (Slide 4or text page 6)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
5. What was the Land Bridge? (Slide 5 or text page 6)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is global warming? (Slide 6)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why did many hunters become farmers? (Slide 6 or text page7)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
8. What is irrigation? (Slide 7 or text page7)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
9. What kind of crops did people learn to grow? (Slide 8 or text page7)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. Define the term surplus. (Slide 9 or text page7)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
11. Who were the Olmecs? (Slide 10)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
12. Who were the Native Americans?  (Slide 11)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
13. Define the term, culture. (Slide 12)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Who were the Maya’s? (Slide13 or text page 8)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
15.   What is hieroglyphics? (Slide 14)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
16.  What is the name of the Aztec capital city? (Slide 15 or text page 8)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
17.  What is a causeway? (Slide 15 or text page 8)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

18. What was important to the Aztec people? (Slide 16 or text page 9)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
19.  What was the name of the Inca’s capital city? (Slide 17 or text page 9)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
20. What is one advance the Incas made? (Slide 18 or text page 9)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
21. What was quipu? (Slide 19)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
22. Why were the people, that lived 3000 year ago, called Mound Builders? (Slide20)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

23. What was adobe? (Slide 21 or text page 12)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
24. What is a drought? (Slide 22)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
25.  Who were the Indos? (Slide 23)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
26.  List a culture that lived in New York. (Slide 24)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

27. What animal did the Cheyenne use for food and clothing? (Slide 25) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
28.  What did Indian tribes use to trade for goods? (Slide 26)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

29. What belief did all Native Americans hold in common? (Slide 27)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
30. What played a role in shaping Native American cultures? (Slide 28)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
31. What was the name of the Native American culture that lived in the Arctic? (Slide 29)

_____________________________________________________________

32. What was a pit house? (Slide 30)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
33. What is an igloo? (Slide 30)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
34. What are the names of two tribes that lived in the Plateau Region?     (Slide 31)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
35. Why were the Native Americans in the Northwest successful? (Slide 32)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

36. What was a potlatch? (Slide 33and text page 12 )
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
37.  What tribes lived in the land we call New Mexico today?  (Slide 31)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
38. What was a katchina?  (Slide 35)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
39. What is a teepee?   (Slide 36)                
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
40. What tribe lived in the Eastern Woodlands or New York?  (Slides 37)

_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
41. What is the name of the house the Iroquois built?  (Slide 38)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
42. Write two facts about a long house.    (Slide 39-40)                                                   

________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
43. What was a sachem? (Slide 41 or text page 15)   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
44. What were the names of the five tribal nations that were members of the Iroquois Confederacy? (Slide 41)     
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________
46. What do the founders mean by this statement on slide 42? (Slide 42)      

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
47. Who made the decisions in the Iroquois League? (Slide 43)       
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
48. Who played a large role in the growing trade between Asia and the Mediterranean?  (Slide 45)     
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
49. What was the Silk Road?  (Slide 46)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
50. What founded the Islamic religion? (Slide 47 or text page 16)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
51. What was the Quran? (Slide 47)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
52. What is a city-state?  (Slide 48)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
53. What is Swahili? (Slide 49)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
54. What is the savanna? (Slide 50)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
55. What was the name of the thriving city in East Africa? (Slide 51)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
56. What was the name of the thriving city in West Africa? (Slide 51)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
57. What was the name of the thriving city in South Africa? (Slide 52)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
58. What is an extended family? (Slide53)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
59. What is kinship? (Slide53)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
60. Who was Zheng He? (Slide 54)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
61. What do you think might have happened if Zheng He discovered the Americas before Christopher Columbus? (Slides 55)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
62. What is Judaism? (Slide 56) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
63. What was the Torah? (Slide 57) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

64. What are the Ten Commandments? (Slide 57)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
65. What are missionaries? (Slide 58) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
66. What was a Direct Democracy? (Slide 59) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
67. Who ruled the Roman Empire in 509 B.C.? (Slide 60) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
68. What did Christopher Columbus discover in 1492? (Slide 61) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
69. What did Columbus do to the Tainos people? (Slide 62) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
70. What did the Native Americans introduce to Europeans? (Slide 63) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
71. What was the First Global Age? (Slide 64) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
72. What did Europeans think the world was around 500 to 1350? (Slide 65) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
73. What was Feudalism? (Slide 66) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
74. What was a serf (Slide 67) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
75. What were the crusades? (Slide 68) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
76. What was an astrolabe? (Slide 69) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
77. What was the Renaissance? (Slide 71)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please use these questions to help prepare you for the class exam on chapter 1.
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