AMERICAN HISTORY CLASS SYLLABUS Grade 8
Fall 2009-Spring 2010
‘We are not makers of history. We are made by history.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Instructor: 

Mr. Zindman  

Office Hours:
Scheduled by appointment
Class Web Page     www.mrzindman.com 

E-mail                    szindman@optonline.net
COURSE OUTLINE
The eighth grade will study the time period from the Civil War to present day.
RATIONALE
My history class is designed to explore American History by using computers and technology in the classroom. In class I stress the reasons why events in history happened and the important results of these events. I believe that in order for students to learn, they must want to learn.  I try to accomplish this goal by making history interesting and relevant with the use class lectures, class trips and computer based activities. I try to demonstrate to them that in order to do well in the present, we need to understand the past and how it affects our daily lives. I also stress how present day events will affect their future lives your child in my class this school year.
STUDENT SKILL OBJECTIVES

1.  To develop skills in taking verbal and written notes.

2.  To increase their critical thinking skills.

3.  To develop skills in taking part in class discussions.

4.  To gain skills in extracting main ideas from reading and computer web
      based assignments.

5.  To learn how to analyze trends and evaluate information.

6.  To develop skills needed for good study habits.

7.  To develop skills in cooperative learning.

8.  To improve their skills with using computers and the internet. 

9.  To prepare for the New York State Assessment Examination in Social 
       Studies.
TEXTBOOK 

THE AMERICAN NATION, by Prentice Hall, 2000.  Numerous additional 

facts, informative stories, videos, and ditto sheets will supplement the textbook. A copy of the textbook chapters is available on my class web page. 
CLASS RULES AND GRADING SYSTEM
Each student receives a complete listing of my classroom rules.  These rules and grade standards are stated in the student handbook and on my class web page. They will be posted in the class and on my web class page for your observation.
TESTS
A class test schedule will be provided by the instructor. Testing study guides are available on my web page at www.mrzindman.com . I encourage you to make flash cards to assist in your studying. A flash card creation program is located on my student link section of my class web page. 
We will go over how to make flash cards in class. I highly recommend that students make and use flash-cards on a daily basis as part of their homework.  For Friday’s for homework I recommend that students create flash cards based on the study guide for each chapter. The study guide is located on my class web page. Once the cards are created the students can practice the questions with another adult and prepare for the upcoming exams.
HOMEWORK

Homework of some type is given Monday-Thursday. Students will be expected to turn the assignments on the scheduled due dates without exceptions. All homework assignments are posted in the class. A complete copy of the homework assignments and calendar is available on my web page. Friday’s homework consists of answering the study guide questions for each chapter, located on the class web page and creating flash cards. 
